
Vous trouverez ci-dessous un design suggéré pour les récits de cinq familles. Comme nous 
l’avons mentionné, chaque récit est constitué d’une photo en grand format, de quatre photos 
A3 et de deux A3 de textes. Ce PDF présente un ordre suggéré pour les photos, mais sentez-
vous libres d’ajuster les arrangements en fonction de l’espace et de vos préférences. Autrement 
dit :  cela ne nous dérange pas que vous ayez vos propres idées sur la présentation des photos, 
tant que cela reste respectueux envers les familles.

Nous estimons qu’il est important de ne pas oublier le texte d’introduction avec les photos, afin 
que l’exposition soit bien mise en contexte. Vous pouvez aussi noter que les séries de photos des 
familles ont aussi leurs propres textes. 

Merci pour votre intérêt. Nous nous réjouissons de recevoir les photos de vos expositions. Merci 
de les envoyer à info@obliteratedfamilies.com



O B L I T E R A T E D  F A M I L I E S  O F  G A Z A

More than 2,200 Palestinians, most of them civilians, were killed in Israeli 
attacks in the Summer of 2014 in Gaza. 142 families lost three members or 
more, some of the families were wiped out entirely.

For almost a decade now the Gaza Strip has 
been cut off from the rest of Palestine and has 
suffered from an illegal and inhumane blockade 
and occupation. With approximately 1.8 
million people living on only 360 km² of land, 
the Strip is one of the most densely populated 
areas of the world, and the Israeli imposed siege 
has turned the area into a large, overcrowded, 
open-air prison.

In the summer of 2014, the Israeli military 
launched an offensive codenamed “Protective 
Edge” against the Gaza Strip. This was the 
most brutal Israeli aggression since 1967. For 
51 days, trapped and targeted by Israeli fire 
go and nowhere to hide, as even hospitals and 
UN shelters were not safe, Palestinians living 
in the Gaza Strip have suffered inconceivable 
loss. More than 2,200 Gazans were killed, the 
majority of them civilians, including more than 
500 children.

Among the statistics from the Summer of 2014, 
one figure is particularly shocking: 142 families 
lost three members or more. Whole families 
were wiped out, sometimes losing members 
from three generations – grandparents, children 
and grandchildren.

About the project #ObliteratedFamilies

The project #ObliteratedFamilies 
commemorates and tells the stories of some of 
these families, of their loved ones who were 
killed, and of those who survived and are left 
behind. The web documentary highlights the 
stories of ten families. Published on the second 
anniversary of the Israeli offensive, on 8 July 
2016, the website is now available in French 
and English at www.obliteratedfamilies.com.

We have visited more than 50 families, who 
lost many members in 2014. We echo their 
calls for justice, and we hope that this work 
will combat the indifference. It is intolerable 
to think that the survivors, abandoned by the 
international community, some still living in 
the ruins of their bombed houses and with the 
pain of having lost their loved ones, have no 
choice but to go on, without the prospect of a 
better future or justice. 

We must mobilize to demand justice for 
these families, to call for an end to the Gaza 
blockade and the dismantling of the military 
occupation and colonization of Palestine. 
Without the active support of the international 
community, notably Europe, which is Israel’s 
main commercial partner, along with the US, 
Israel would not be able continue its policies of 
occupation and colonization. Israel’s impunity 
must end.

We invite you to get involved! You can share 
these images and stories with your community. 
Soon, you will be able to download an exhibition 
kit from our website, with photos and captions 
ready for printing. Please contact us, we will be 
glad to help out with organising the showing 
of the photos from the project.

To learn more about the families from the Gaza 
Strip, please visit the website:

www.obliteratedfamilies.com.

#ObliteratedFamilies project

reporter Ala Qandil, as well as dozens of 
professionals and volunteers who joined in along 
the way. The project is supported by a French 
human rights organisation ACAT (Action 
des Chrétiens pour l’Abolition de la Torture) 
and by a French development organisation 
CCFD-Terre Solidaire (Comité catholique 
contre la faim et pour le développement-Terre 
Solidaire). The research and field work was done 
in collaboration with the Al Mezan Center for 
Human Rights, based in the Gaza Strip.

The multimedia website is a result of two years 
of work, authored by Anne Paq, a photographer 
from the Activestills photo collective, and
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8 killed, including 4 children
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Ismail Mahmoud al-Khalili (20) looks up from where 
eight members of his family were killed, amidst the 
rubble and ashes of what was once their garden and 
the family-owned factory, adjacent to their home.

The rest of the al-Khalili family still lives in the partially burnt house. The building may collapse at any 
moment. The damage is a constant reminder of the tragedy. Finding a new place to settle is difficult with 
the pre-existent housing shortage and the 100,000 people left homeless in the aftermath of the offensive.
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Photos of the members of the al-Khalili family killed in the attack.
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Nailah al-Khalili lost two sons and four grand-children in the attack. 
“How can we get our rights?” she asks. 
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Ismail (20) is crying in pain in front of the morgue of al-Shifa hospital. The bodies of his two 
brothers, their wives and children had just been brought in.
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Al-KHALILI FAMILY 

Gaza City, 30 July 2014

8 killed, including 4 children 

On 29 July, in the evening, a heavy bombing around al-
Tuffah, the area where the al-Khalili family lived, started. 
They understood that they had to leave and early the next 
morning Mahmoud, the patriarch of the family, started 
to organize the evacuation of the 30 family members. It 
took a long time, due to fuel shortage and the fact that not 
many drivers were willing to risk approaching the area. 
The families of Ashraf and Ahmed, two of Mahmoud’s 
sons, were the only ones still waiting to be evacuated in 
the garden, in front of their home, when they were hit 
by artillery shells. Both families were wiped out instantly, 
except for seven-year-old Mahmoud who survived the 
attack. With burns all over his body, he was conscious 
when he arrived at the hospital, but fell into a coma and 
died on 4 August 2014 in Egypt. The shelling started a fire 
which  destroyed the family-owned factory, al-Khalili’s 
main source of income since decades.

Back in June, before the Israeli offensive started, on a hot 
Friday afternoon, in a chalet on the Gaza beach, Ashraf, 
together with his childhood friends, tried to imagine 
what a normal life would be like. Ashraf’s brothers, the 
survivors Ibrahim and Ismail, also wish for a normal life. 
Ismail wants to leave for Germany. And Ibrahim says: 
“We are people too! And we don’t live a natural life here.” 
Of course, normal life is not what unfolds in Gaza: there 
is nothing normal about spending two thirds of a day 
without electricity in the extreme heat or shivering cold; 
never leaving the small enclave is not normal. But life 
in Gaza is more than abnormal. Just like Ibrahim says: 
it is not natural. The regularity of the cycles of Israeli 
bombings is not natural, nor is the stubborn insistence 
on surviving and living of those whose loved ones were 
killed. The hospitality and openness of Gazans, isolated 
from the world as they are, is not natural either.

People killed in the attack: 

Ashraf Mahmoud al-Khalili (33) 

Nidaa’ Ziyad al-Khalili (27, Ashraf’s wife) 

Dima Ashraf al-Khalili (5, Ashraf’s daughter) 

Ziyad Ashraf al-Khalili (2, Ashraf’s son) 

Mahmoud Ashraf al-Kahlili (7, Ashraf’s son, he sustained 

critical injuries, was transported to Egypt and died on 4 August 2014) 

Ahmed Mahmoud al-Khalili (28, Ashraf’s brother)

 Aya Mohammed al-Khalili (23, Ahmed’s wife, she was three months pregnant) 

Lama Ahmed al-Khalili (4, Ahmed’s daughter) 

“Gaza is under siege, and we ask from all over the world to defend our rights.”
 - Ibrahim al-Khalili [November 2014]
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More than 2,200 Palestinians, most of them civilians, were killed in Israeli 
attacks in the Summer of 2014 in Gaza. 142 families lost three members or 
more, some of the families were wiped out entirely.

For almost a decade now the Gaza Strip has 
been cut off from the rest of Palestine and has 
suffered from an illegal and inhumane blockade 
and occupation. With approximately 1.8 
million people living on only 360 km² of land, 
the Strip is one of the most densely populated 
areas of the world, and the Israeli imposed siege 
has turned the area into a large, overcrowded, 
open-air prison.

In the summer of 2014, the Israeli military 
launched an offensive codenamed “Protective 
Edge” against the Gaza Strip. This was the 
most brutal Israeli aggression since 1967. For 
51 days, trapped and targeted by Israeli fire 
go and nowhere to hide, as even hospitals and 
UN shelters were not safe, Palestinians living 
in the Gaza Strip have suffered inconceivable 
loss. More than 2,200 Gazans were killed, the 
majority of them civilians, including more than 
500 children.

Among the statistics from the Summer of 2014, 
one figure is particularly shocking: 142 families 
lost three members or more. Whole families 
were wiped out, sometimes losing members 
from three generations – grandparents, children 
and grandchildren.

About the project #ObliteratedFamilies

The project #ObliteratedFamilies 
commemorates and tells the stories of some of 
these families, of their loved ones who were 
killed, and of those who survived and are left 
behind. The web documentary highlights the 
stories of ten families. Published on the second 
anniversary of the Israeli offensive, on 8 July 
2016, the website is now available in French 
and English at www.obliteratedfamilies.com.

We have visited more than 50 families, who 
lost many members in 2014. We echo their 
calls for justice, and we hope that this work 
will combat the indifference. It is intolerable 
to think that the survivors, abandoned by the 
international community, some still living in 
the ruins of their bombed houses and with the 
pain of having lost their loved ones, have no 
choice but to go on, without the prospect of a 
better future or justice. 

We must mobilize to demand justice for 
these families, to call for an end to the Gaza 
blockade and the dismantling of the military 
occupation and colonization of Palestine. 
Without the active support of the international 
community, notably Europe, which is Israel’s 
main commercial partner, along with the US, 
Israel would not be able continue its policies of 
occupation and colonization. Israel’s impunity 
must end.

We invite you to get involved! You can share 
these images and stories with your community. 
Soon, you will be able to download an exhibition 
kit from our website, with photos and captions 
ready for printing. Please contact us, we will be 
glad to help out with organising the showing 
of the photos from the project.

To learn more about the families from the Gaza 
Strip, please visit the website:

www.obliteratedfamilies.com.

#ObliteratedFamilies project

reporter Ala Qandil, as well as dozens of 
professionals and volunteers who joined in along 
the way. The project is supported by a French 
human rights organisation ACAT (Action 
des Chrétiens pour l’Abolition de la Torture) 
and by a French development organisation 
CCFD-Terre Solidaire (Comité catholique 
contre la faim et pour le développement-Terre 
Solidaire). The research and field work was done 
in collaboration with the Al Mezan Center for 
Human Rights, based in the Gaza Strip.

The multimedia website is a result of two years 
of work, authored by Anne Paq, a photographer 
from the Activestills photo collective, and
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Khadija shows a picture of her brother Ibrahim, his 
wife Taghrid and their five children, who were all 
killed in the attack on the Salam Tower in Gaza 
City.

This is the room of al-Kilani children. Like the rest of the apartment, it remained untouched 
during the first months following the attack. 
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The bedroom of Ibrahim and Taghrid al-Kilani. After returning to the Gaza Strip, Ibrahim 
missed Ramsis and Layla, his children from his first marriage. Their childhood photos took 
the honorary spot above the bedhead in Kilani’s house.
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Ibrahim and his five children killed in the attack all held German citizenship. The German 
government has not yet issued a formal condemnation of the killing of its citizens. 
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Rubble of Salam tower, where the al-Kilani family had taken shelter. 
It was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike on 21 July 2014.
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AL-KILANI FAMILY 

Beit Lahiya, killed in Gaza City, 21 July 2014

11 killed, including 5 children

 7 from al-Kilani family and 4 from Dirbas family 

In mid-July Israeli airplanes dropped leaflets in Beit Lahiya 
ordering people to evacuate towards Gaza City. The army 
was planning heavy bombing of the area. Ibrahim Kilani, 
his wife Taghrid and their children left their home in 
Beit Lahiya and  went to stay at Taghrid’s family house 
in Shuja’iyya. But that area turned out not to be safe at all: 
the Israeli army bombed the neighbourhood relentlessly all 
night, and in the morning thousands of people fled.  

“Germany, a state which always tries to display itself as a 
democracy which is concerned with human rights, and 
the thoughts of humanity, and justice... and to see that 
exact country and its politicians not respond in any way 
to the killing of my family members, although they all had 
German citizenship, has been very eye opening for me.” 
- Ramsis al-Kilani [August 2015]

Ibrahim’s family and Taghrid’s four siblings (maiden name 
Dirbas) took finally shelter in the Salam Tower in the center 
of Gaza. The following day the Israeli army bombed the 
tower, claiming that they targeted Sha’ban Suleiman al- 
Dahdouh, 30, member of the Islamic Jihad.

Ramsis, Ibrahim’s son living in Germany, hadn’t seen his 
father for many years, but he talked to him regularly on 
the phone. Ramsis says his father’s dark sense of humor, a 
typically Palestinian way of dealing with the harshness of 
reality, made it hard to decipher how serious things actually 
were. “We are safe, finally. Don’t worry, this is routine for 
us,” Ibrahim had told his son, just a day before they were 
killed, leaving Ramsis at loss, scared and helpless.

Ibrahim had lived and worked as an architect for twenty 
years in Germany, and had two children there from his first 
marriage. Him and his five children were German citizens. 
The German government did not officially react to the 
killing of its citizens.

People killed in the attack : 

Ibrahim Dib al-Kilani (54) 

Taghrid Sha’ban al-Kilani (45, Ibrahim’s wife) 

Rim Ibrahim al-Kilani (12, Ibrahim and Taghrid’s daughter) 

Sawsan Ibrahim al-Kilani (11, Ibrahim and Taghrid’s daughter) 

Yassin Ibrahim al-Kilani (9, Ibrahim and Taghrid’s son)

 Yasser Ibrahim al-Kilani (7, Ibrahim and Taghrid’s son) 

Elias Ibrahim al-Kilani (4, Ibrahim and Taghrid’s son) 

Aida Sha’ban Mohammed Dirbas (47, Taghrid’s sister) 

Mahmoud Sha’ban Dirbas (39, Taghrid’s brother) 

Soura Sha’ban Dirbas (38, Taghrid’s sister) 

Inas Sha’ban Dirbas (30, Taghrid’s sister) 

“They were all burned. These human beings... do you see how beautiful they are? They came in caskets, 
covered in blood. I wish they would have met a better end.” – Saleh al-Kilani [September 2014]
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More than 2,200 Palestinians, most of them civilians, were killed in Israeli 
attacks in the Summer of 2014 in Gaza. 142 families lost three members or 
more, some of the families were wiped out entirely.

For almost a decade now the Gaza Strip has 
been cut off from the rest of Palestine and has 
suffered from an illegal and inhumane blockade 
and occupation. With approximately 1.8 
million people living on only 360 km² of land, 
the Strip is one of the most densely populated 
areas of the world, and the Israeli imposed siege 
has turned the area into a large, overcrowded, 
open-air prison.

In the summer of 2014, the Israeli military 
launched an offensive codenamed “Protective 
Edge” against the Gaza Strip. This was the 
most brutal Israeli aggression since 1967. For 
51 days, trapped and targeted by Israeli fire 
go and nowhere to hide, as even hospitals and 
UN shelters were not safe, Palestinians living 
in the Gaza Strip have suffered inconceivable 
loss. More than 2,200 Gazans were killed, the 
majority of them civilians, including more than 
500 children.

Among the statistics from the Summer of 2014, 
one figure is particularly shocking: 142 families 
lost three members or more. Whole families 
were wiped out, sometimes losing members 
from three generations – grandparents, children 
and grandchildren.

About the project #ObliteratedFamilies

The project #ObliteratedFamilies 
commemorates and tells the stories of some of 
these families, of their loved ones who were 
killed, and of those who survived and are left 
behind. The web documentary highlights the 
stories of ten families. Published on the second 
anniversary of the Israeli offensive, on 8 July 
2016, the website is now available in French 
and English at www.obliteratedfamilies.com.

We have visited more than 50 families, who 
lost many members in 2014. We echo their 
calls for justice, and we hope that this work 
will combat the indifference. It is intolerable 
to think that the survivors, abandoned by the 
international community, some still living in 
the ruins of their bombed houses and with the 
pain of having lost their loved ones, have no 
choice but to go on, without the prospect of a 
better future or justice. 

We must mobilize to demand justice for 
these families, to call for an end to the Gaza 
blockade and the dismantling of the military 
occupation and colonization of Palestine. 
Without the active support of the international 
community, notably Europe, which is Israel’s 
main commercial partner, along with the US, 
Israel would not be able continue its policies of 
occupation and colonization. Israel’s impunity 
must end.

We invite you to get involved! You can share 
these images and stories with your community. 
Soon, you will be able to download an exhibition 
kit from our website, with photos and captions 
ready for printing. Please contact us, we will be 
glad to help out with organising the showing 
of the photos from the project.

To learn more about the families from the Gaza 
Strip, please visit the website:

www.obliteratedfamilies.com.

#ObliteratedFamilies project

reporter Ala Qandil, as well as dozens of 
professionals and volunteers who joined in along 
the way. The project is supported by a French 
human rights organisation ACAT (Action 
des Chrétiens pour l’Abolition de la Torture) 
and by a French development organisation 
CCFD-Terre Solidaire (Comité catholique 
contre la faim et pour le développement-Terre 
Solidaire). The research and field work was done 
in collaboration with the Al Mezan Center for 
Human Rights, based in the Gaza Strip.

The multimedia website is a result of two years 
of work, authored by Anne Paq, a photographer 
from the Activestills photo collective, and
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Ala Balata (17) gazes at the photos of the killed 
members of his family.  He eventually moved back 
into his home, full of painful memories.

Naim’s family went to stay at his brother Abdelkarim’s home, hoping it would be a safer place. 
“I did not expect it at all: that the place we went for shelter would be bombed,” says Ala.
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Despite his best intentions, Ala’s plan to become a college student had to be postponed. 
But there was one last thing he had set his mind on: starting a family of his own. On this 
front, he did not give up and got married one year after the attack.

B A L A T A  F A M I L Y
J aba l i y a  Re fugee  Camp ,  Gaza  S t r i p 
29 July 2014, 11 killed, including 5 children
w w w . o b l i t e r a t e d f a m i l i e s . c o m

Abdelkarim in the ruins of his house after the attack; he demands justice for the 
killing of his family members.
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Photos of the members of the family killed in the attack; only Esraa’s photo is missing,  
Ala couldn’t find her picture at the time.

B A L A T A  F A M I L Y
J aba l i y a  Re fugee  Camp ,  Gaza  S t r i p 
29 July 2014, 11 killed, including 5 children
w w w . o b l i t e r a t e d f a m i l i e s . c o m

BALATA FAMILY 

Jabaliya refugee camp, Gaza Strip, 29 July 2014 

11 killed, including 5 children 

Ala’s family had evacuated their home for their uncle’s house 
as the latter had a stronger construction and was thought 
to be safer. The family gathered together under those 
strenuous circumstances, yet somehow strived to cherish 
their time together. Wafaa’, Ala’s older sister, even brought 
up the topic of marriage one afternoon, after lunch. She 
talked to Ala’ about Amuna, their cousin, with green eyes 
and kind demeanour and good reputation. But they never 
finished the marriage conversation: the following day their 
uncle house was hit by several shells, one of which fell in 
the room where Ala’s sisters were staying. Ala’s parents and 
all seven siblings were killed. He survived because he had 
gone minutes earlier outside to check on where other shells 
had fallen. After losing his entire immediate family, Ala, 
17-year-old at the time, made a commitment to himself to 
fulfil his parents’ dreams: for him to get higher education 
and to start a family on his own. Going back to school turned 

“They asked me to go to the morgue, to identify the bodies. I was only able to recognize my sisters from their clothes.” 
– Ala Balata [September 2014]

“We are homeless now. I demand justice, I demand that 
an international court holds Israel accountable, because 
they murdered our family, with no warning. All I want 
is to find a prosecutor who will take this case, but no 
one is looking into it.” - Abdelkarim Balata, Ala’s uncle, 
whose house was shelled. [September 2014]

out to be a challenge, especially after everything he went 
through. But a year after the attack, in September 2015, he 
married his cousin Amuna. The couple is now expecting 
a daughter. She will be named Sahar, after Ala’s mother. 

People killed in the attack:

 Naim Nazmi Balata (45) 

Sahar Mtawi’ Balata (30, Naim’s wife) 

Mariam Naim Balata (24, Naim and Sahar’s daughter)

 Doaa’ Naim Balata (22, Naim and Sahar’s daughter) 

Hanaa’ Naim Balata (19, Naim and Sahar’s daughter)

 Alaa’ Naim Balata (14, Naim and Sahar’s daughter) 

Israa’ Naim Balata (13, Naim and Sahar’s daughter)

 Yahia Naim Balata (4, Naim and Sahar’s son’s) 

Wafaa’ Naim Balata (21, Naim and Sahar’s daughter) 

Abdelkarim Nazmi Balata (1,5, Wafaa’s son) 

Hadil Abdelkarim Balata (17, Naim’s niece) 

“When I look at something in the house, I think about them and feel lonely. My pain is too much. I refuse to 
talk about it. I have lost everything” - Ala Balata [September 2014]
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more, some of the families were wiped out entirely.
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Edge” against the Gaza Strip. This was the 
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51 days, trapped and targeted by Israeli fire 
go and nowhere to hide, as even hospitals and 
UN shelters were not safe, Palestinians living 
in the Gaza Strip have suffered inconceivable 
loss. More than 2,200 Gazans were killed, the 
majority of them civilians, including more than 
500 children.

Among the statistics from the Summer of 2014, 
one figure is particularly shocking: 142 families 
lost three members or more. Whole families 
were wiped out, sometimes losing members 
from three generations – grandparents, children 
and grandchildren.
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commemorates and tells the stories of some of 
these families, of their loved ones who were 
killed, and of those who survived and are left 
behind. The web documentary highlights the 
stories of ten families. Published on the second 
anniversary of the Israeli offensive, on 8 July 
2016, the website is now available in French 
and English at www.obliteratedfamilies.com.

We have visited more than 50 families, who 
lost many members in 2014. We echo their 
calls for justice, and we hope that this work 
will combat the indifference. It is intolerable 
to think that the survivors, abandoned by the 
international community, some still living in 
the ruins of their bombed houses and with the 
pain of having lost their loved ones, have no 
choice but to go on, without the prospect of a 
better future or justice. 

We must mobilize to demand justice for 
these families, to call for an end to the Gaza 
blockade and the dismantling of the military 
occupation and colonization of Palestine. 
Without the active support of the international 
community, notably Europe, which is Israel’s 
main commercial partner, along with the US, 
Israel would not be able continue its policies of 
occupation and colonization. Israel’s impunity 
must end.

We invite you to get involved! You can share 
these images and stories with your community. 
Soon, you will be able to download an exhibition 
kit from our website, with photos and captions 
ready for printing. Please contact us, we will be 
glad to help out with organising the showing 
of the photos from the project.

To learn more about the families from the Gaza 
Strip, please visit the website:

www.obliteratedfamilies.com.

#ObliteratedFamilies project

reporter Ala Qandil, as well as dozens of 
professionals and volunteers who joined in along 
the way. The project is supported by a French 
human rights organisation ACAT (Action 
des Chrétiens pour l’Abolition de la Torture) 
and by a French development organisation 
CCFD-Terre Solidaire (Comité catholique 
contre la faim et pour le développement-Terre 
Solidaire). The research and field work was done 
in collaboration with the Al Mezan Center for 
Human Rights, based in the Gaza Strip.

The multimedia website is a result of two years 
of work, authored by Anne Paq, a photographer 
from the Activestills photo collective, and

S H U H E I B A R  F A M I L Y
G a z a  C i t y ,  1 7  J u l y  2 0 1 4 
3  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d
w w w . o b l i t e r a t e d f a m i l i e s . c o m

Women and children grieve at the funeral held for 
Wassim (9), Afnan (8), and Jihad (10), in the Sabra 
neighbourhood of Gaza City on 17 July 2014. 

“Because of my injury, I get tired, I have headaches. And I’m afraid my head injury could reopen,” 
explains Basel (10) who was seriously injured in the attack. His body is still full of possibly carcino-
genic shrapnel.
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Oday (16) stands in front of the birds cage, where the children were killed. He sustained serious inju-
ries to his stomach, right hand, and leg. “The problem with Oday is that he did not lose consciousness. 
He lay there and watched it all happen,” Wissam, his father says. 
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Piece from the missile that killed the children, produced in France.
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Photos of Wassim (9), Afnan (8), and Jihad (10) surrounded by fragments of the missile that killed them.
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SHUHEIBAR FAMILY 

Gaza City, 17 July 2014

 3 children killed 

Five Shuheibar children were feeding pigeons on 
the rooftop when a drone fired a missile towards 
their family’s home, not long after the ceasefire had 
expired. The missile exploded on the roof, sending 
shrapnel in all directions, killing Wassim (9) , Afnan 
(8) and Jihad (10), and leaving Oday (16) and Basel 
(10) seriously injured. Amid the fragments of the 
missile that killed the children was found a black piece 
manufactured in France by Eurofarad company, 
now owned by Exxelia Technologies. In 2016 the 
family filed a complaint against the company for 
their alleged complicity in war crimes. 

Like many families throughout the Gaza Strip, Kifah 
and Wissam have grown weary of the steady stream 
of journalists coming in and out of their home since 
last summer, asking them to repeat their story just 
one more time. “You come here, we open our hearts, 
you take what you want, go and forget. And we are 
left with all the painful memories again,” they say, 
but continue with their tale. 

People killed in the attack: 

Afnan Wissam Shuheibar (8) 

Jihad Issam Shuheibar (10, Afnan’s cousin) 

Wassim Issam Shuheibar (9, Jihad’s broher) 

“I wish that one day someone could tell me why my children were targeted. I wish I knew the reasons.” 
 – Wissam Shuheibar [March 2015] 
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More than 2,200 Palestinians, most of them civilians, were killed in Israeli 
attacks in the Summer of 2014 in Gaza. 142 families lost three members or 
more, some of the families were wiped out entirely.
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and occupation. With approximately 1.8 
million people living on only 360 km² of land, 
the Strip is one of the most densely populated 
areas of the world, and the Israeli imposed siege 
has turned the area into a large, overcrowded, 
open-air prison.

In the summer of 2014, the Israeli military 
launched an offensive codenamed “Protective 
Edge” against the Gaza Strip. This was the 
most brutal Israeli aggression since 1967. For 
51 days, trapped and targeted by Israeli fire 
go and nowhere to hide, as even hospitals and 
UN shelters were not safe, Palestinians living 
in the Gaza Strip have suffered inconceivable 
loss. More than 2,200 Gazans were killed, the 
majority of them civilians, including more than 
500 children.

Among the statistics from the Summer of 2014, 
one figure is particularly shocking: 142 families 
lost three members or more. Whole families 
were wiped out, sometimes losing members 
from three generations – grandparents, children 
and grandchildren.

About the project #ObliteratedFamilies

The project #ObliteratedFamilies 
commemorates and tells the stories of some of 
these families, of their loved ones who were 
killed, and of those who survived and are left 
behind. The web documentary highlights the 
stories of ten families. Published on the second 
anniversary of the Israeli offensive, on 8 July 
2016, the website is now available in French 
and English at www.obliteratedfamilies.com.
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to think that the survivors, abandoned by the 
international community, some still living in 
the ruins of their bombed houses and with the 
pain of having lost their loved ones, have no 
choice but to go on, without the prospect of a 
better future or justice. 

We must mobilize to demand justice for 
these families, to call for an end to the Gaza 
blockade and the dismantling of the military 
occupation and colonization of Palestine. 
Without the active support of the international 
community, notably Europe, which is Israel’s 
main commercial partner, along with the US, 
Israel would not be able continue its policies of 
occupation and colonization. Israel’s impunity 
must end.

We invite you to get involved! You can share 
these images and stories with your community. 
Soon, you will be able to download an exhibition 
kit from our website, with photos and captions 
ready for printing. Please contact us, we will be 
glad to help out with organising the showing 
of the photos from the project.

To learn more about the families from the Gaza 
Strip, please visit the website:

www.obliteratedfamilies.com.
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reporter Ala Qandil, as well as dozens of 
professionals and volunteers who joined in along 
the way. The project is supported by a French 
human rights organisation ACAT (Action 
des Chrétiens pour l’Abolition de la Torture) 
and by a French development organisation 
CCFD-Terre Solidaire (Comité catholique 
contre la faim et pour le développement-Terre 
Solidaire). The research and field work was done 
in collaboration with the Al Mezan Center for 
Human Rights, based in the Gaza Strip.

The multimedia website is a result of two years 
of work, authored by Anne Paq, a photographer 
from the Activestills photo collective, and
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Nabil Makhrous Siyam (33) stands with his son Bad-
eraddin (7) at the exact place where their family was 
killed, just outside their house. 

Photos of the members of the Siyam family who were killed in the attack.
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Dala (67), Nabil’s mother, cries remembering the killings of her loved ones. “Martyrs, martyrs, 
martyrs, too many in my life; so many, they made me forget how many years have passed,” she says.
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Baderaddin (7) sitting on the bed under the photo of his martyred mother, Shirin (31). For a while 
after he returned from the hospital, Bader was afraid of everything and refused to go outside, the 
nightmares still haven’t left him.
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 Nabil shows a dress that he had bought for Ghaidaa’, for Eid. She never had a chance to wear it.
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SIYAM FAMILY 

Rafah, Gaza Strip, 21 July 2014 

13 killed, including 8 children 

30 members of the Siyam family fled into the street when 
Israeli shells started to fall so close that their house was 
hit by shrapnel. Once outside, as they were running and 
looking for shelter, they were directly targeted from 
an Israeli aircraft. Nabil’s wife and four of his children 
were killed that day, he had his left arm amputated, 
and his only surviving son, Baderaddin was seriously 
injured. Dalal and Makhrous, Nabil’s parents, lost two 
sons, three daughter-in-laws and seven grand-children. 

“Now there is no one left. There is no taste to Eid, or to 
life. We are living just like that; it is just an appearance, 
nothing else. You look like a man, but inside there is a 
gaping wound,” he says, smoking a cigarette and driving 
a car, all with his one hand. He should be home with the 
others who survived the attack. It’s the evening of Eid, an 
important celebration, a family time. But he rather takes 
a job with a taxi company driving people around than 
stay home. “The memories of them are there.”  
- Nabil Siyam  [October 2015]

People killed in the attack: 

Kamal Makhrous Siyam (31, son of Dalal and Makhrous) 

Mohammed Makhrous Siyam (27, son of Dalal and Makhrous) 

Sumoud Nasser Mustafa Siyam (26, Mohammed’s wife) 

Moin Mohammed Siyam (5, Mohammed’s son, died the next day of the attack) 

Shirin Mohammed Siyam (31, Nabil’s wife, Dalal and Makhrous daughter-in-law) 

Ghaidaa’ Nabil Siyam (7, Nabil and Shirin’s daughter)

 Mustafa Nabil Siyam (9, Nabil and Shirin’s son) 

Abdel Rahman Nabil Siyam (6, Nabil and Shirin’s son) 

Dalal Nabil Siyam (9 months, Nabil and Shirin’s daughter) 

Saida Hassan Siyam (42, daughter-in-law of Dalal and Makhrous; 

wife of Ayman Makhrous Siyam, died of her wounds on 14 August 2014) 

Amin Ayman Makhrous Siyam (17, son of Saida and Ayman) 

Ahmed Ayman Makhrous Siyam (15, son of Saida and Ayman)

 Mohammed Amin Siyam (15, Dalal and Makhrous’s grandchild 

died on 18 November 2014 from his wounds, in Turkey) 


